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Mission
Statement

 
To awaken

each
student’s

capacity for
love of

learning, for
independent
thinking, and
for heartfelt

service to the
world.
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E Q U I T Y ,  I N C L U S I O N  &  D I V E R S I T Y

N O  P L A C E  F O R  H A T E

Equ i t y ,  d i ve r s i t y  and  i nc lu s i on  on  the  f r on t

pages  and  on  our  campus .
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pedagogy  tha t  deve lops  2 1 s t -centu r y  sk i l l s ,  i nc lud ing  c r i t i ca l  th ink ing ,

co l l abo ra t i on ,  and  commun ica t i on .  

Cent ra l  to  Waldo r f  pedagogy  i s  r e l a t i onsh ip :  between  t eache r s  and

s tudent s  and  among  the  s tudent s  themse l ve s ;  the  i n te rpe r sona l  sk i l l s

they  l ea rn  i n  the  c l a s s room  t r ans l a te  i n to  es sen t i a l  capac i t i e s  as  they

en te r  the  wor ld  o f  work  l a t e r  i n  l i f e .

Our  s tudent s  and  the i r  purpose ,  pas s i ons ,  and  goa l s  a re  a t  the  hea r t  o f

a l l  tha t  we  do .  At  the  Waldo r f  Schoo l  o f  San  Diego ,  we  he lp  our  s tudent s

become  ba lanced  young  peop le  who  be l i e ve  i n  themse l ve s  and  the i r

ab i l i t y  to  make  a  d i f f e rence .  Hav ing  had  the  oppor tun i t y  to  t r y  so  many

th ings  i n  a  l o v ing  and  suppor t i ve  se t t ing ,  our  gradua te s  approach  l i f e

know ing  tha t  they  can  maste r  any th ing .

I n  commun i t y ,

R a c h e l  D a v i s
Admin i s t r a to r

The  Waldo r f  Schoo l  o f  San  Diego
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Waldorf education is a 100-year-old



Your  be l i e f  i n  what  we  do  and  you r

lo ve  f o r  our  schoo l  a re  r e f l ec ted  i n  our

s t rong  cu l tu re  o f  ph i l an th ropy  and

commun i t y  engagement .  Your

f i nanc i a l  cont r ibu t i ons  suppor t  each

and  eve r y  s tudent ,  so  tha t  they  may

one  day  f u l f i l l  the i r  un ique  purpose  i n

th i s  wor ld .  

When  you  make  a  g i f t  to  the  Waldo r f

Schoo l  o f  San  Diego ,  you  he lp  us

we lcome  t a l en ted  new  s tudent s ,

r ega rd le s s  o f  economic  c i r cumstance ;

enab le  cu r ren t  f ami l i e s  to  comple te

the i r  grades  j ou rney ;  make  poss ib l e

innova t i ve  pro fe s s i ona l  deve lopment

oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  our  t eache r s  and

s ta f f ;  and  ca re  f o r  our  award -winn ing

campus .

Your  g i f t s  ove r  2019 -2020  r a i s ed  ove r

$350 ,000  toward  our  $4  mi l l i on +

ope ra t ing  budget .

Because  o f  YOUR  gene ros i t y ,  we  a re

ab le  to  cont inue  the  good  work  we  do

prepa r ing  our  s tudent s  to  en r i ch  the i r

commun i t i e s  wi th  c rea t i ve  c r i t i ca l

th ink ing ,  compass ion ,  and  purpose .

Our  schoo l  may  be  sma l l  but  the  l o ve

and  commun i t y  tha t  embraces  i t  goes

we l l  beyond  these  h i s to r i c  wa l l s .  

A n d r e w  H o l e t s  
Di rec to r  o f  Deve lopment

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y

G R A T I T U D E

C O M M U N I T Y  P H I L A N T H R O P Y

M A K E S  T H E  W A L D O R F  S C H O O L

O F  S A N  D I E G O  S T R O N G E R

The first Waldorf school was

founded in Stuttgart in 1919. 

Today there are over 1,100

Waldorf schools and almost

2,000 Waldorf kindergartens

in some 80 countries around
the globe. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t
wa ldo r f sand iego .o rg /g i v ing /ways - to -g i ve /  



The re  i s  no  doubt  tha t  2020  has

been  a  yea r  o f  s t rugg le .

The  s t rugg le  f o r  j u s t i ce  wi th

#B lack  L i ve s  Mat te r  and  the

re fu sa l  to  a l l ow  th i s  i n ju s t i ce  to

go  on  any  l onge r ,  the

devas ta t ing  impac t  o f  wi ld f i r e s

and  c l imate  event s ,  the  s t rugg le

to  vo te  under  demand ing

c i r cumstances ,  the  s t rugg le  to

su r v i ve  i n  the  f ace  o f  Corona

v i ru s ,  and  the  s t rugg le  to  be l i e ve

in  a  bet te r  f u tu re  f o r  Amer i ca .

What  happened  to  the  l and  o f

f r eedom  and  poss ib i l i t y ?  I s  the re

s t i l l  hope ?  

Here  a t  the  Waldo r f  Schoo l  o f

San  Diego ,  we  a re  t a l k ing  more

about  r ace ,  about  cu r ren t  event s ,

and  f u tu re  hopes .  Many  o f  the

teache r s  a re  l ea rn ing  more  about

soc i a l  j u s t i ce ,  imp l i c i t  b ia s ,  and

rac i a l  equ i t y  i n  en r i chment

work shops  ove r  Zoom .  Th i s  i s  one

advantage  we  have  ga ined  th i s

yea r ,  the  ab i l i t y  to  a t tend  event s

us ing  t echno logy .  I t  does  not

rep lace  the  human ,  per sona l

expe r i ence ,  but  has  a l l owed  us

to  under take  many  more

educa t i ona l  j ou rney s  wi thout

l eav ing  home .  

The  schoo l  has  been  t r ans fo rmed

a lmos t  i n to  a  f a rm  schoo l  wi th

out s ide  c l a s s rooms .  Eve r yone  has

adapted  and  r i s en  to  meet  the

cha l l enge  even  th rough  hea t ,

r a in ,  and  co ld .  Teache r s  and

s tudent s  a re  t ru l y  happy  to  see

each  othe r .  The  mag ic  o f

l ea rn ing  i s  poss ib l e  under  the

mos t  unusua l  c i r cumstances .  Fo r

who  cou ld  have  known  tha t  we

wou ld  be  t each ing  i n  t en t s  i n

2020 ?

Yes ,  the re  i s  hope  f o r  human i t y .

We  a re  adaptab le  and  we  wi l l

f i nd  a  way  th rough  adve r s i t y .

C L A R E  K N A U S S
P E D A G O G I C A L  D I R E C T O R

NA V I G A T I N G

AN

U N C E R T A I N
WOR L D

I N  A  Y E A R  T H A T  C H A L L E N G E D

S O  M A N Y  I N  S O  M A N Y  W A Y S ,

W A L D O R F  E D U C A T I O N  A S P I R E S

T O  R I S E  T O  T H E  C H A L L E N G E
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Today  we  acknowledge  soc i e ta l  i n ju s t i ce  and  the  r e su l t i ng  ange r  tha t  has

esca l a ted  th roughout  the  Un i ted  Sta te s  th i s  pas t  yea r .  

We  o f f e r  our  thought s  to  the  commun i t i e s  o f  C i t y  o f  Lakes  Waldo r f  Schoo l

and  Minneso ta  Waldo r f  Schoo l ,  so  nea r  the  ep icen te r  o f  the  pro te s t s  spu r red

by  the  murde r  o f  George  F loyd .  We  gr i e ve  f o r  the  f ami l y  o f  George  F loyd  and

a re  out raged  by  the  un jus t  ac t s  perpe t ra ted  by  po l i ce  o f f i ce r s  whose  ve r y

ta sk  i t  i s  to  pro tec t  the i r  commun i t i e s .  We  a re  once  aga in  r eminded  o f  the

sy s temic  r ac i sm  tha t  ex i s t s  wi th in  the  Un i ted  Sta te s .  Ye t  we  r ecogn i ze  tha t

sadnes s  and  out rage  a re  not  enough .  

At  the  f oundat ion  o f  Waldo r f  educa t i on  l i e s  the  miss ion  o f  soc i a l  r enewa l .  As

Wa ldo r f  educa to r s ,  we  ho ld  the  d ign i t y  o f  l i f e  and  the  human  be ing  a t  the

cente r  o f  our  work .  I t  i s  our  r e spons ib i l i t y  to  bea r  wi tnes s  to  what  i s

happen ing  i n  the  wor ld ,  to  e leva te  the  vo i ce s  o f  marg ina l i zed  peop le ,  to

change  the  cou r se  o f  i nequ i t i e s ,  and  to  break  down  s t ruc tu ra l  pre jud i ce  i n

a l l  f o rms  where  i t  ex i s t s ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  i n  Waldo r f  educa t i on .  

We  know  many  o f  you  have  t aken  up  the  work  o f  DEI  i n  mean ing fu l  ways

w i th in  you r  commun i t i e s .  We  i n v i t e  you  to  j o in  us  i n  exp lo r ing  these

ques t i ons  and  i n  e leva t ing  you r  schoo l ' s  commi tment  to  soc i a l  j u s t i ce

in i t i a t i ve s .  
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Tuition
76.2%

Charitable Contributions
10.9%

Merchandise Sales
8.9%

Program Services - Educational Instruction
75.1%

Supporting Services & Administration
17.6%

Fundraising & Marketing
7.3%
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FINANCIALS
UNAUDITED INCOME STATEMENT

JULY 2019 - JUNE 2020

REVENUE

Tuition & Extended Care
Field trip income
Merchandise & Scrip Sales
Grants
Donations
Special Events
Rental Income

$4,047,811
$157,866
$282,787
$45,000
$338,812
$170,657
$38,162

EXPENSES

Educational Instruction
Supporting Service & Admin
Marketing/Community Events/
Fundraising
Other Expenses

$3,945,105
$929,121
$386,529

$38,162

Board of Trustees 2019-2020

Patrick Goddard - Chair
Dominic Arena – Vice Chair

Leigh Elkolli - Treasurer
Jessica Kraus - Secretary

Suzy Bramzon 
Mary Carmichael

Rachel Davis
Katherine Giglio

Clare Knauss
Kate Vance

On  March  1 3 th ,  2020 ,  our

schoo l  made  the  d i f f i cu l t  ye t

neces sa r y  dec i s i on  to  c lo se

ou r  campus  f o r  the

rema inde r  o f  the  schoo l  yea r

due  to  the  COVID - 1 9

pandemic .  

At  the  t ime ,  no  one  had  any

idea  o f  when  o r  how  we

cou ld  welcome  s tudent s  back

on  campus  i n  a  sa fe  manner .

And  l i ke  many  o rgan i za t i ons ,

the  pandemic  a f f ec ted  the

economics  o f  our  schoo l ,  our

commun i t y  and  our  f ami l i e s

in  ways  tha t  r ema in .

Admi t ted l y ,  one  can  see  the

dec rease  i n  r e venue  - -

predomina te l y  f r om

ph i l an th rop i c  donat ions  and

dec reased  en ro l lment  - -  tha t

can  be  d i rec t l y  t i ed  to  the

ha r sh  r ea l i t i e s  o f  pandemic

economics .  

S ince  tha t  t ime ,  we

organ i zed  a  COVID - 1 9

Response  Task  Fo rce ,

r educed  c l a s s  s i ze ,  adapted

to  outdoo r  c l a s s rooms  and

v i r tua l  l e s sons ,  imp lemented

da i l y  hea l th  pro toco l s ,  and

i nves ted  i n  sa fe l y  prov id ing

eve r y  Waldo r f  ch i ld  an

educa t i on  f ocused  on  head ,

hea r t  and  hands .  2020  was  a

d i f f i cu l t  yea r .  We  a re  so

thank fu l  f o r  eve r yone ' s

commi tment  and

pe r seve rance  as  we  f o rge

ahead .
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 One of the greatest attractions for me of WSSD is the
magic which resides here - so apparent as we move
through celebrating the saints and turning toward inner
reflection as the days darken.   

The magic we felt upon joining the Waldorf School of San
Diego 14 years ago in Morning Glory is part of what keeps us
here as a family.  Along with the warmth and welcome
feeling, we love the focus on healthy nutrition, social health
perspective and the expansive curriculum.  The rich
curriculum provided is designed to educate through
building a sense of wonder and imagination.  Academic
subjects are woven into a greater fabric with the universal
language of music, rhythm, and art.  History is taught
through the shared human experience found in myth and
social history.  Purposeful work: knitting, cooking, building,
and gardening inform mathematics, science, and respect
for our natural world.  Working together, respecting each
other… It’s not a race.  We are here for the journey in full
color and dimension.  As a parent, the more I am involved,
the more I grow and appreciate this school.  

From Morning Glory through High School my children
have developed a sense of openness, curiosity, and delight
in learning. They pause in awe as they witness the depth of
a moment, the meaning of a headline.  In today’s world of
speed and detachment, I appreciate their ability to stop,
connect, take notice and ultimately know and speak their
truth.

As in all private schools, a gap exists in the tuition and the
actual cost of a child’s annual education.  Many of us log
countless hours volunteering, driving and giving in many
ways which help to close that gap.  Still, the cost of
educating a child is more than full tuition provides.  Grants
and donations are critical to close this gap.  Through the
Annual Giving Campaign we strive to celebrate 100%
participation and to raise important funds.  Thank you to
everyone supporting our Annual Giving campaign through
donation of volunteer time and crucial philanthropic
dollars. Every gift helps Waldorf move forward and
maintain the magic for many years to come.

THE MAGIC OF WALDORF

SUSAN FRAZEE, WSSD PARENT



Animal Acupressure

Hi, my name is Maya and I
studied animal acupressure for

my eighth grade project. I
worked for several months
with my mentor Dr Lisa, an
animal acupuncturist and

veterinarian who introduced
me to the basics of animal

acupressure and taught me
how the meridians and

pressure points affect the
animal’s body. Animal

acupressure is a part of a
healing technique that follows
traditional Chinese medicine
ways, which I studied as well

throughout my process. 

S T U D E N T  P R O J E C T S

Mural Painting

My name is Sabina and for my 8th
Grade Project I painted a Mural. I

worked with my mentor for a
couple of months to create a Mural I

can see everyday when I drive
through City Heights! I learned a lot

about the process of making a
Mural and the hardwork and effort
that goes into making such a large

scale painting. Fortunately, my
project went very smoothly but was

delayed due to rain and the on-
going pandemic but I'm very happy

with how it went. Through this
experience I learned how to

properly use materials and how to
add texture to create life-like

paintings. I absolutely enjoyed this
project and see it as a big milestone

in my life. 

Nature in Miniature: An Ancient
Chinse Artform

For my project, I learned about the
Chinese practice of constructing
miniature landscapes. I worked

throughout the school year with my
mentor to visit Asian gardens and
develop a sense of their traditional

design and aesthetic. I learned
about what is needed to keep
plants alive with little soil and
foliage, and how to cultivate

different mosses and plants. This
project also provided me with the
opportunity to practice patience

and to experience the importance
of process over output. 
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For more info on our 2020 8th Grade Projects, visit:
https://sites.google.com/waldorfsandiego.org/eighth-grade-projects/home#h.w9mdzqzesge6



Daichi Caverly
International Christian University, Japan

Kennedy Galvin
San Diego State University

Lulu Garczynski
Santa Barbara City College

Danile Gutowski
The Eurythmeum Stuttgart

Marin Hull
George Mason University

Tallulah Keenan-Lee
Mills College

Chiyuan Liu
University of California, San Diego

Andrea Marshall
Cine Creatis Lyon, France

Every Waldorf School of San Diego class can claim a unique journey to graduation, but the Class

of 2020 may well have one that stands out for a long time. While most memories of Senior year

harken to the shared experiences of Prom, Senior Class trips, hugs, tears, yearbook signings, etc.,

the initial start of the COVID-19 Pandemic in March 2020 forced all of our students to leave

campus, adapt to virtual learning and live the adage, "Working Together, Separately."

Despite this challenge, the Class of 2020 leaves a reminder how resilience, creativity, and a

commitment to community can override any sense of loss. We proudly celebrate our graduates

and share their respective institutions of higher education as of Fall 2020, below.

Makenna Mobley
University of California, Davis

Nicholas Morales
MenschMusik, Hamburg, Germany

Ziru "Tony" Niu
University of California, Irvine

Cassandra Priebe
Santa Barbara City College

Taylor Rae Sampson
San Diego State University

Madeline Scarafone
Franklin University, Switzerland

Sapar Shayanov
University of Denver

Magnolia Wilcox
Earlham College

2020
C L A S S  O F

T H E


